Bio/Resume-Seth Mellon - 2011
[Seth’s career course began its present direction with a borrowed horn while studying jazz piano in a summer semester at Berklee College.  He studied classical piano and played clarinet in high school band before attending Swarthmore College as a history student.  His roommate in college, James Batton, played piano and sang for the Shiloh Baptist Church in Chester, Pa.]

In Seth’s own words: 

[“Jimmy and I were diggin’ the modern Jazz of Coltrane’s ‘A Love Supreme’,

Miles Davis ‘Kind Of Blue’, Charles Lloyd’s ‘Forest Flower’ even though we played simpler music on our gigs. 

My Dad loved Dixieland music, and took me to Jimmie Ryan’s Jazz Club in New York City a couple of times”.

I remember being totally impressed with the music and charisma of Zutty Singelton, Tony Parenti, and their band. My Mom & Dad also took me to a memorable concert with Xavier Cugat and then featuring Louie Armstrong with his band at the Latin Casino in Cherry Hill. 

In my college years, I was exposed to live performances by Dizzy Gillespie with James Moody, McCoy Tyner with Sonny Fortune, Gary Bartz, Sun Ra, Lee Morgan, Freddie Hubbard, Joe Henderson and Bootsie Barnes.

When I graduated I went on the road playing alto sax with a Philly R&B band backing up three girl singers—‘The Sweet Delites’.

Since then I’ve always been gigging. 

My career ‘highlights’ include:  Playing at The Apollo in NYC with Lee Smith for The Major Harris Band opening for Al Green; and, playing at the Marco Polo and Newport Hotel lounges in Miami with a band called ‘Southern Standard Time’.  Several guys in that band were friends with Jaco Pastorius.   

I played in Florida, California, and Las Vegas with a terrific R&B band ‘Blitz Dynette’. Also, I played a gig in Germany with guitarist Michael Sagmeister; (he recorded a ‘two guitar’ c-d with Pat Martino several years ago).  I’ve also done four stints on Carnival Cruise ships from ’95 to ’05.  In the early ‘90s I also worked in a band with Cliff Starkey who now plays keyboards on the ‘Emerill’ TV show.   

Playing at the Cape May Jazz Festival jam session  and the jam sessions held at The Ukrainian Social Club in my hometown of Reading, Pa. with the Skip Moyer 4-tet are currently two of my favorite perennial  venues, as well as “Brazilliance,” with one of my early jazz friends & inspirations, Ken Gehret.

Those of you who remember Marty Mellinger and the Mango’s remember me on Sax playing during the1980’s in Reading PA.and the Tri State Area.”]
Thank you,

Seth Mellon  
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