Bio/Resume-Dave Santana – (2011)  
Instrument:  Drums
Experience:  Playing - 43 years. 
                      (Professionally) - 29 years.
Influences: Max Roach, Roy Haynes, Elvin Jones, Tony Williams, Billy Cobham, Steve Gadd, Bernard Purdie, Jack DeJohnette.   
Performed with:  The Drifters, Bo Diddly, Dakota Staton, Gary Barts, John Hicks, Al Grey, Frank Scott, Greg Allman, and essentially, all the great musicians from the central Pennsylvania area. 
Background:  Dave Santana, for more than 25 years, has worked at the Hershey Chocolate Factory. While being a full-time employee there, he also, maintained a rather hectic schedule playing drums for a list of musicians and bands which reads like a “Who’s Who” in music for the eastern/central area of PA. Dave’s phone was always “ringing off the hook” from various musicians constantly, calling him to see if they could hire him for a gig or recording session. 

Dave is largely, self-taught. He is, by the most accurate definition, a “natural born musician.” Many a drummer/percussionist have repeatedly, shown up at Dave Santana performances to “watch the master” spin and weave his “creative rhythmic tapestry” and re-define the “roll” of a drummer. Dave is way beyond that of the traditional “time-keeper” in the band. His playing creates a matrix of sounds/rhythms, replete with textural substance and poignant imagery. 
Dave Santana is now retired from the “chocolate factory” but, not from the “rhythm factory.” He is now, able to pursue music on a full-time basis and is busier than ever.

Dave Santana is probably, the “workingest” musician in this part of the country.     
